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V.  THE DEPARTMENT WILL INITIATE A
COORDINATED DEPARTMENT-WIDE EFFORT
FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, BUSINESS AND
ECONOMIC SELF-DETERMINATION
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES, EDUCATION,
AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.

The Department will implement a consistent national
outreach and communication effort to inform tribal
leaders and tribal program officials about access to in-
ternships and scholarships; availability of technical
assistance and training opportunities; conventional and
renewable energy development programs; related tribal
business and individual member business enterprise,
service-provider, and contracting opportunities.

The DOE recognizes the need for direct funding and
technical assistance from applicable DOE-sponsored
programs within the Department and the National
Laboratories which deal with regulation, energy
planning, and development of energy resources on
tribal lands and Alaska Native site-controlled and
trust lands.
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The Department will provide information and outreach
programs to tribal and individual member businesses on
opportunities to participate, compete, and participate in
renewable and conventional energy generation, transmis-
sion, distribution, marketing and energy services, grants,
and contracts.  The Department will assist in develop-
ment of balanced, sustainable, and viable American
Indian and Alaska Native communities by continuing to
implement Title XXVI, Indian Energy Resources, of the
National Energy Policy Act that provides for the promo-
tion of resource development and energy integration.

The Secretary will create programs that encourage and
support the establishment of federal, private, tribal and
intertribal partnerships.  The Department will provide
assistance and coordinate with other federal agencies in
the development of energy-related projects.

VI.  THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY WILL CONDUCT
AN ANNUAL TRIBAL LEADERS SUMMIT FOR
PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF POLICY
IMPLEMENTATION AND ISSUE RESOLUTION.

The Secretary will engage tribal leaders in an annual
dialogue, to discuss the Department’s  implementation of
the American Indian and Alaska Native Policy.  The
dialogue will provide an opportunity for tribal leaders to
assess policy implementation, program delivery, and
discuss outreach and communication efforts, and other
issues.
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VII. THE DEPARTMENT WILL WORK WITH OTHER
FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND STATE AGENCIES,
THAT HAVE RELATED RESPONSIBILITIES AND
RELATIONSHIPS TO OUR RESPECTIVE
ORGANIZATIONS AS THEY RELATE TO TRIBAL
MATTERS.

The DOE will seek and promote cooperation with other
agencies that have related responsibilities.  The
Department’s mission encompasses many complex issues
where cooperation and mutual consideration among
governments (federal, state, tribal, and local) are essen-
tial.  The DOE will encourage early communication and
cooperation among all governmental and non-federal
parties regarding actions potentially affecting Indian
nations.  The DOE will promote interagency and interde-
partmental coordination and cooperation to assist tribal
governments in resolving issues requiring mutual effort.

1.  This Policy is not intended to, and does not, grant, expand, create or diminish any
legally enforceable rights, benefits, or trust responsibilities, substantive or procedural,
not otherwise granted or created under existing law.  Nor shall this Policy be
construed to alter, amend, repeal, interpret, or modify tribal sovereignty, any treaty
rights of any Indian tribes, or to preempt, modify, or limit the exercise of any such
rights.  Nothing herein shall be interpreted as amending or changing current DOE

orders and guidance regarding classified information, including need to know.
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