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POLICY PRINCIPLES

I.  DOE RECOGNIZES THE FEDERAL TRUST
RELATIONSHIP AND WILL FULFILL ITS TRUST
RESPONSIBILITIES TO AMERICAN INDIAN AND
ALASKA NATIVE NATIONS.

The DOE will be diligent in fulfilling its federal trust
obligations to American Indian and Alaska Native
governments in policy implementation and program
management activities.  The DOE will pursue actions that
uphold treaty and other federally recognized and reserved
rights of the Indian nations and peoples.  The Department
recognizes that some Tribes have treaty-protected and
other federally recognized rights to resources and resource
interests located within reservation boundaries, aborigi-
nal territories, and outside reservation and jurisdictional
boundaries, and will, to the extent of its authority, protect
and promote these treaty and trust resources and resource
interests, and related concerns in these areas.

When internal policies, regulations, and statutes, or other
barriers prohibit or hinder the DOE trust protection
actions or participation in eligible program initiatives, the
Secretary will direct the agency to seek corrective protec-
tion  measures, and tribal government program inclusion.

The DOE is committed to protecting treaty compliance
and trust interests of Indian nations during interactions
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with state and local governments and other stakeholders
with regard to DOE actions impacting upon American
Indian and Alaska Native governments and peoples.
The Department will inform and educate state and local
governmental entities and other stakeholders about
the DOE’s role and responsibilities regarding its trust
relationship with Indian nations.

The DOE will seek to determine the impacts of Depart-
mental-proposed legislation upon Indian nations, in
extensive consultation and collaboration with tribes.
The Secretary will implement this notice and consulta-
tion effort consistent with the intent and purpose of this
Policy.

II.  THE DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES AND
COMMITS TO A GOVERNMENT TO
GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIP AND WILL
INSTITUTE APPROPRIATE PROTOCOLS AND
PROCEDURES FOR PROGRAM AND POLICY
IMPLEMENTATION.

The DOE recognizes Tribal governments as sovereign
entities with primary authority and responsibility for the
protection of the health, safety and welfare of their
citizens.  The Department will recognize the right of
each Indian nation to set its own priorities and goals in
developing, protecting, and managing its natural and
cultural resources.  This recognition includes separate
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and distinct authorities that are independent of state
governments.

The Department, in keeping with the principle of self-
governance, recognizes American Indian and Alaska
Native governments as necessary and appropriate non-
Federal parties in the federal decision-making process
regarding actions potentially impacting Indian country
energy resources, environments, and the health and
welfare of the citizens of Indian nations.  The DOE will
establish protocols for communication between tribal
leaders, the Secretary, and federal officials.  The DOE
will ensure consistent application of program and policy
implementation with Indian nations through periodic
review, assessment, and collaboration with tribal repre-
sentatives to audit protocol systems.  Principles of
consistent policy implementation will be tempered with
consideration of the diverse cultures and ideals of the
Indian nations.

III. THE DEPARTMENT WILL ESTABLISH
MECHANISMS FOR OUTREACH, NOTICE, AND
CONSULTATION, AND ENSURE INTEGRATION
OF INDIAN NATIONS INTO DECISION-MAKING
PROCESSES.

To ensure protection and exercise of tribal treaty and
other federally recognized rights,  the DOE will implement
a proactive outreach effort of notice and consultation
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regarding current and proposed actions affecting tribes,
including appropriate fiscal year budget matters.  This
effort will include timely notice to all potentially
impacted Indian nations in the early planning stages of
the decision-making process, including predraft consulta-
tion, in the development of regulatory policies on matters
that significantly or uniquely affect their communities.
As appropriate, the DOE will provide delivery of technical
and financial assistance related to DOE-initiated regulatory
policy, identifying programmatic impacts, and determining
the significance of the impact.  The DOE will continue to
conduct a dialogue with Indian nations for long and
short term decision-making when DOE actions impact
Indian nations.  The DOE will comply with the Consulta-
tion and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments
Executive Order 13084, May 14, 1998, and the Govern-
ment to Government Relations With Native American
Tribal Governments Executive Memorandum, April 29,
1994.

The DOE will implement permanent workshops and
programs for field and headquarters staff on American
Indian and Alaska Native cultural awareness and tribal
governance.

Due to the nature of the trust responsibility to tribal
governments, performance reviews of consultation
activities will be conducted, in collaboration with tribal
governments.


